
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1695 March 17, 2015 
am very proud of the amazing advances 
in neuroscience research that are tak-
ing place in my district of south Flor-
ida. 

The Miami Project to Cure Paralysis, 
working in concert with the University 
of Miami’s Miller School of Medicine, 
is at the forefront of understanding 
traumatic brain and spinal cord inju-
ries and how they can best be treated. 
Project investigators are now begin-
ning to experiment with transplanting 
patients’ own nerve cells to enhance re-
covery following paralysis. This brave 
work has never been more important, 
especially for our patriots, our mili-
tary men and women, as they return 
home from combat and support mis-
sions abroad. 

Thanks to the brain research hap-
pening in Miami and elsewhere, we 
have never been closer to a cure. 
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NANCIE ATWELL IS A TRULY 
REMARKABLE EDUCATOR 

(Ms. PINGREE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to talk today about a truly remarkable 
educator from my State of Maine. This 
week in Dubai, Nancie Atwell won the 
very first Global Teacher Prize. It is 
called the ‘‘Nobel Prize for Education,’’ 
and over 5,000 teachers worldwide were 
nominated for the award. 

Twenty-five years ago Nancie started 
the Center for Teaching and Learning 
in Edgecomb, Maine. Nancy and the 
staff at the school have educated thou-
sands of students and hundreds of 
teachers, teachers who come every 
year to serve as interns at the school 
and learn about the cutting-edge teach-
ing methods that have been developed 
there. 

Nancie has dedicated her heart and 
soul to the school, to the teachers, and 
to the students. Just one example of 
the selflessness is the $1 million prize 
that Nancie won with this award. She 
didn’t hesitate for even a moment be-
fore announcing she is going to give 
every penny of it to the school she 
founded and loves. 

Nancie Atwell is a shining example of 
how teachers make the world a better 
place. Maine is lucky to have her, and 
she is an inspiration to us all. 
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HONORING THE LOUISIANA NA-
TIONAL GUARDSMEN TRAG-
ICALLY KILLED LAST WEEK 

(Mr. ABRAHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the lives of the four 
Louisiana National Guardsmen and 
seven marines who so tragically died in 
a helicopter accident off the coast of 
Florida. My family and I and all of the 
Louisiana delegation, I am sure, with 

the rest of the Congress will continue 
to keep their families in our prayers. 

As a helicopter pilot myself, I feel a 
certain kinship to the two guardsmen 
in my district, George Griffin, Jr., and 
George Strother. Both of them served 
our district, our State, and our country 
most honorably. 

Chief Warrant Officer George Griffin 
was originally from Delhi, which is 
only about 10 minutes from my house. 
He had more than 6,000 flight hours, in-
cluding 1,000 or more combat hours, 
and was a very decorated veteran. 

Chief Warrant Officer George 
Strother, of Alexandria, was a seasoned 
combat veteran who also served 
distinguishedly and was decorated, and 
he also served us in our trying times of 
Katrina. 

These men, these two plus the others 
who died in the Black Hawk accident, 
served our Nation and our country 
most honorably, admirably, and stood 
in harm’s way when we didn’t have to. 
We will never forget them; we honor 
them; and again, our prayers are with 
their families. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF BLOODY SUNDAY 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I was 
proud to join many Members of this 
House in Birmingham, Selma, and 
Montgomery, Alabama, from March 6 
to 8 to commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of Bloody Sunday, which led inex-
orably to the signing of the Voting 
Rights Act in August of that same 
year, 1965. 

It was my 10th visit to Selma to 
mark the anniversary of Bloody Sun-
day, and each one is more powerful 
than the last. The visit was organized 
by The Faith & Politics Institute and 
was led by JOHN LEWIS, our colleague, 
such a giant in our history and in this 
body. 

While there, Members heard powerful 
and moving remarks from President 
Obama, who made history as the first 
African American to hold the highest 
office in our land. We also heard, Mr. 
Speaker, from the late Governor Wal-
lace’s daughter, Peggy Wallace Ken-
nedy, who spoke eloquently and mov-
ingly about living in the shadow of her 
father’s actions 50 years ago. Governor 
Wallace later recanted his support for 
segregation and asked forgiveness from 
the African American community, and 
his daughter has worked hard to build 
bridges and promote dialogue and un-
derstanding. 

Mr. Speaker, I include the remarks of 
the President into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD so that all Members can read 
them and be inspired and uplifted, as I 
was in hearing them delivered. 

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT OBAMA AT THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE SELMA TO MONT-
GOMERY MARCHES EDMUND PETTUS 
BRIDGE—SELMA, ALABAMA 

It is a rare honor in this life to follow one 
of your heroes. And John Lewis is one of my 
heroes. 

Now, I have to imagine that when a young-
er John Lewis woke up that morning 50 years 
ago and made his way to Brown Chapel, 
heroics were not on his mind. A day like this 
was not on his mind. Young folks with bed-
rolls and backpacks were milling about. Vet-
erans of the movement trained newcomers in 
the tactics of nonviolence; the right way to 
protect yourself when attacked. A doctor de-
scribed what tear gas does to the body, while 
marchers scribbled down instructions for 
contacting their loved ones. The air was 
thick with doubt, anticipation and fear. And 
they comforted themselves with the final 
verse of the final hymn they sung: 

‘‘No matter what may be the test, God will 
take care of you; Lean, weary one, upon His 
breast, God will take care of you.’’ 

And then, his knapsack stocked with an 
apple, a toothbrush, and a book on govern-
ment—all you need for a night behind bars— 
John Lewis led them out of the church on a 
mission to change America. 

President and Mrs. Bush, Governor Bent-
ley, Mayor Evans, Sewell, Reverend Strong, 
members of Congress, elected officials, foot 
soldiers, friends, fellow Americans: 

As John noted, there are places and mo-
ments in America where this nation’s des-
tiny has been decided. Many are sites of 
war—Concord and Lexington, Appomattox, 
Gettysburg. Others are sites that symbolize 
the daring of America’s character—Inde-
pendence Hall and Seneca Falls, Kitty Hawk 
and Cape Canaveral. 

Selma is such a place. In one afternoon 50 
years ago, so much of our turbulent his-
tory—the stain of slavery and anguish of 
civil war; the yoke of segregation and tyr-
anny of Jim Crow; the death of four little 
girls in Birmingham; and the dream of a 
Baptist preacher—all that history met on 
this bridge. 

It was not a clash of armies, but a clash of 
wills; a contest to determine the true mean-
ing of America. And because of men and 
women like John Lewis, Joseph Lowery, 
Hosea Williams, Amelia Boynton, Diane 
Nash, Ralph Abernathy, C.T. Vivian, Andrew 
Young, Fred Shuttlesworth, Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., and so many others, the idea 
of a just America and a fair America, an in-
clusive America, and a generous America— 
that idea ultimately triumphed. 

As is true across the landscape of Amer-
ican history, we cannot examine this mo-
ment in isolation. The march on Selma was 
part of a broader campaign that spanned 
generations; the leaders that day part of a 
long line of heroes. 

We gather here to celebrate them. We 
gather here to honor the courage of ordinary 
Americans willing to endure billy clubs and 
the chastening rod; tear gas and the tram-
pling hoof; men and women who despite the 
gush of blood and splintered bone would stay 
true to their North Star and keep marching 
towards justice. 

They did as Scripture instructed: ‘‘Rejoice 
in hope, be patient in tribulation, be con-
stant in prayer.’’ And in the days to come, 
they went back again and again. When the 
trumpet call sounded for more to join, the 
people came—black and white, young and 
old, Christian and Jew, waving the American 
flag and singing the same anthems full of 
faith and hope. A white newsman, Bill 
Plante, who covered the marches then and 
who is with us here today, quipped that the 
growing number of white people lowered the 
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